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Man hid
on pupils’
trip bus
AN ILLEGAL immigrant hid
in the luggage compartment
of a coach full of students for
four hours before jumping
out when the driver opened
the door in Cirencester.
Pupils from Stroud-based

Marling School were travel-
ling home on the evening of
Tuesday, September 23 after
enjoying a four-day trip to the
First World War battlefields
of Belgium.
Unknown to the boys, the

teachers or the coach driver,
a man had been hiding in the
luggage hold since the coach

left the port of Calais, France.
The stowaway was discov-

ered at the first stop back in
England, outside the former
Greasy Joe’s cafe in Cirences-
ter.
The driver heard a noise

from underneath the bus and
opened the panel to the lug-
gage hold to investigate.

By Megan Archer
01285 627321
mar@wiltsglosstandard.co.uk
Twitter @meganjarcher

A man, described by
Gloucestershire police as
black, jumped out and ran off
towards Tesco Extra.
He was arrested by police

who arrived at the scene after
the driver called 999 and was
being held in custody when
the Standard went to press
yesterday.
A spokesman for the Home

Office has confirmed that the
man was of Sudanese nation-
ality and that his case was
currently being processed.
Deputy headteacher at Mar-
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THERE are just two more
days for the people of the
Cotswolds to see the full col-
lection of giant hares, each
decorated with immense
imagination, that is the cul-
mination of the fabulous
Cirencester March Hare Fes-
tival.
More than 90 hares are on

public display for the first
and last time at the Kings
Head Hotel in Cirencester’s
Market Place.
The exhibition finishes at

the end of tomorrow before
each hare is individually
sold at a charity auction at
the end of this month.
Entry to the hares is free

for children, with a £1 dona-
tion suggested for adults.
The hugely successful fes-

tival, which has been run-
ning in the town since Feb-
ruary, was the brainchild of
Cirencester woman Florence
Beetlestone, who admits to
having used every ounce of
her persuasive powers to get
people to adopt and decorate
a hare.
The decoration, however,

was down to individual art-
ists and the variety is vast.
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Hare today
and gone
tomorrow
as they all
hop off...

COTSWOLD EDITION

Florence Beetlestone with the collection of March hares on
public display at the Kings Head hotel in Cirencester


